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VII. 


Prorgessor Dewar’s ACCIDENT. 


The report of the accident at Leith Docks in which 
Prefessor Dewar was nearly drowned and his little son 
lost his life, will be read by all the profession with 
mixed feelings. We all congratulate the professor on 
his escape, but we all sincerely sympathise with him on 
the very sad loss he has sustained. 


Tue New TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA. 


Since Tuberculin failed to perform all that was 
promised for it we are naturally shy to accept all the 
rumours, or even statistics, now filling the daily papers 
as to the cures of diphtheria. Thereis no cause however 
for undue scepticism, and there is good reason to believe 
that Dr. Roux of the Pasteur Institute has really found 
a remedy for this disease. The agent used is the serum 
of blood taken from horses which have been rendered 
immune. The demand for the material has overtaken 
the supply. Up to now supplies are only obtainable 
from Paris or Berlin. The French and Germans have 
almost an equal claim to the discovery, and there is 
quite a friendly national rivalry in working out the subject 
by extensive experiment. 


AND TUBERCULIN. 


Those who read Professor McFadyean’s introductory 
lecture, delivered at the opening of the Royal Veterinary 
College, would note the unqualified approval which he 
bestowed on these two agents as diagnostic aids for the 
detection of glanders and tuberculosis. In The Journal 
of Comparative Pathology, during the last two years has 
been published the evidence upon which the Professor’s 
statements were made. His results have been verified 
and corroborated by other men, both here and on the 
Continent, as well as in the United States. It might 
have been expected that anyone acquainted with the 
diseases of glanders and tuberculosis would have known 
that the value of mallein and tuberculin was now beyond 
dispute. In a recent number of The Times a medical 
man writes questioning the facts, basing his scepticism 
apparently upon the failure of tuberculin to cure con- 
sumption in the human subject. Really one might have 
expected a medical man to have made some enquiries— 
to have informed himself a little—before challenging 
statements made by, at any rate, one of the leading menu 
of the veterinary profession. 

Surely in 1894 our best men are not credited with 
making statements unsupported by careful and prolonged 
‘xperience. Possibly the explanation is that English 
medical journals only quote from foreign papers, and 
carefully ignore all the work published in English veteri- 
nary periodicals, with the result that medical men are 
unacquainted with what is going on at home. 

We have known two cases where extracts have been 
made from foreign journals, the originals of which ap- 
were months before in English veterinary pages. 
1 ossibly in a few years more British veterinary patho- 

ogists will not only be quoted but their ipse dixit ac- 
ne oo with simple faith. Then possibly the prophet 
will have honour in his own country, and the “ tracing of 
tor jet Of disease ete,” be entrusted to him instead of 
° policemen and soldiers. 


CASES AND ARTICLES 


A CASE OF METRO-ABDOMINAL HERNIA. 
By W. Scorr, M.R.C.V.S. 


The following case is one I think of considerable 
interest and, if I am rightly informed, by no means 
of frequent occurrence. Subject a Devon heifer in 
very high condition described by the owner as ‘‘ felon 
broke.” 

History: A week before I was called in, this cow 
presented a swelling about the size of one’s fist on 
the left flank and about opposite the stifle joint. 
This tumour grew gradually worse till they were 
bound to seek professional aid. By the time I saw 
her the tumour had reached enormous dimensions, in 
fact markedly interfering with volition. On examin- 
ing this abnormality, it was found to extend superior- 
ly, 3 or 4 inches from transverse processes of 
lumbar vertebre ; inferiorly, to near the linea alba ; 
anteriorly, 3 inches from the last rib, and posteriorly 
it extended between the base of the udder and the 
thigh. In consistence, on manipulation, it was ex- 
ceedingly tense bu+ fluctuating. still further 
confirm the diagnosis, I passed a small exploring 
trocar and canula and was successful in withdrawing 
some watery blood. Auscultation discovered nothing. 
Rectal exploration could not be thought of seeing 
that her time was up in four days, and therefore the 
only thing to do was to support the gravid uterus by 
means of a truss. Two days after this I was in- 
formed that she had calved all right and without 
assistance. 

As was expected the tense tumour had changed to 
a loose, flabby swelling. On passing my right hand 
into the uterus I was astonished to find that it had 
contracted little or none, while the cow and calf 
looked fairly well. With my left hand over the 
tumour I was able to detect the tips of my fingers in 
the womb thereby proving conclusively the nature of 
the lesion. Considering the vlacid condition of the 
womb, she recéived a laxative drench, added to 
which there was 4 oz. pulv. ergot. A point, however, 
I have forgotten to mention, and without which this 
article would be incomplete, is the cause of the 
accident. 

Situated near the centre of the tumour there was 
a scar about the size of a two-shilling piece, now it 
is highly probable that this cicatrix was produced 
by a gore from another cow, which under ordinary 
circumstances would have been of no account had 
not the great weight of the pregnant uterus extended 
the originally small rent in the abdominal walls. 
There can little doubt that the accident was 
caused by violence. Considering the great size of 
the tumour and quantity of loose skin reduction was 
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out of the question, for as soon as the uterus retracted 
its place would be filled by bowel. The cow was 
in good condition—which she was bound to lose if 
kept on, so the owner very wisely decided to have her 
killed for beef. In about a week after the effects of 
the calving had passed off she was slaughtered, and 
on being opened by the butcher the appearances— 
I am told—confirmed the diagnosis. 


RUPTURE OF STOMACH, 
Ante or Post-Mortem ? 


By H. Bearrm Exsiot, M.R.C.V.S., Ayr, N.B, 


At 7.0 p.m., October 10th, I was requested by the 
owner of a farm some six miles distant to attend a 
yearling colt in his possession, which was seriously 
unwell. On my arrival, I found the history of the 
case to be as follows: 

The animal had been out at grass on a neighbour- 
ing farm, the occupant of which, in the early morn- 
ing, noticed that it appeared to be very restless but 
made no further examination. The owner, however, 
whilst driving past at night saw that it was in evi- 
dent pain, and at once removed it to his own place, 
where it was put into a loose box, Ol. Lini one pint 
with 3iv. of chlorodyne were administered. The 
night previous, | may add, was the only wet one we 
had experienced for at least a month. 

I found the patient presenting the following sym- 
ptoms. Temperature 1021, respiration accelerated, 
pulse frequent, slightly full, but very deficient in 
tone ; visible mucous membranes injected. Extremi- 
ties warm, coat dry with exception of a patch of 
perspiration on near side, opposite seat of stomach. 
The abdomen was in no wise swollen, nor could it be 
said to be tucked up; feeces had been passed after 
removal to stable; breath fetid. Although the 
countenance was indicative of extreme uneasy pain, 
the animal was not restless but preferred to stand, 
with neck extended, in one corner of his box. Whilst 
examining him hesuddenly emitted a loud shriek, most 
unearthly in character, and once heard never to be 
forgotten. The head was convulsively drawn towards 
the breast, a distinct anti-peristaltic movement was 
seen in the neck, and a small amount of greenish 
tinged, oily material expelled from the nostrils. Two 

or three minutes afterwards he lay down, assuming 
when recumbent, the attitude of a dog; both fore 
legs being — before him. 
persual of the above symptoms will sh 
whilst undoubtedly they to the 
the seat of disease, they were in a manner conflicting 
and either of the three following conditions might 
have been surmised, namely (a) an obstruction situa- 
ted at the cardiac orifice ; (6) serious impaction of 
stomach due to fermentable properties of wet grass 
and change in nature of food from dry to wet : (c) or 
of the organ. 
e tr i 
woe eatment I adopted consisted of a draught as 
Spts. Ammon. Arom. 3iy. 
Ol. Lini. suff. ad. 


With the application of hot cloths to the abdomen 
the animal apparently became easier (contrary to our 
ideas of rupture), but in some twenty minutes after- 
wards he gave a slight hiccough—I cannot de- 
scribe the act in any plainer terms—and a quantity of 
the medicine I had administered was returned 
seemingly unchanged. Unable to entirely dismiss 
the probability of the first supposition, I despatched 
the trap with a note to my partner, Mr. Fletcher, 
asking him to bring the probang. On Mr. Fletcher's 
arrival we passed the probang but could detect. no 
obstruction in the csophagus; we were now com- 
pelled to fall back upon suppositions (4) and (c). 

For sometime there had been little change in the 
symptoms, with the exception that the pulse was 
much more feeble and rapid and the respiration 
more disturbed. The temperature stood at 103}. 
No violent attempts at vomition had been noticeable, 
but there were constant, quiet, passive eructations 
of gas. Alternately standing and lying down, same 
peculiar attitude when resting. Coat completely dry. 
Extremities chilly. ‘ 

I saw him at 8 a.m. the following morning (11th). 
The case was very evidently hopeless, breathing and 
pulse very frequent, and same continual ‘“ belching” 
from stomach. He died four hours afterwards, | 

Post-mortem. The distance being too far, apd 
being busy we were unable to be present at the open- 
ing of the carcase. We were however, informed that 
there was an extensive rent in the greater curvature 
of the stomach, and also that Jinseed oil and a very 
large number of hairs were found distributed amongst 
the viscera. 


VETERINARY SOGIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The Annual General Meeting of this Society was held 
on Thursday night the 4th inst., at the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeous, Red Lion Square, Bloomsbury. 
Mr. A. Prudames, the president, occupied the chair and 
the other Fellows present were :—O. E. Edmonds, Esq, 
Vet.-Capt. E. R. C. Butler, A.V.D. ; Professor F. Hobday 
Messrs. Henry Edgar, F. W. Kendall, G. C. Lowe, F. ©. 
Mahon, (Hon.Sec.); Professor T. Macqueen, Joseph H.. 
Manton, J. E. Rickards, James Rowe, (Hon. Treas.) ; 
H. G. Rogers, Syduey H. Slocock, S. Villar, F. Orford, 
L. Walpole. 

On the motion of Mr. S. Villar, seconded by Mr. F. W. 
Kendall, the minutes of the preceding meeting we? 
taken as read and were confirmed. . 

Mr. F. C. Manon, hon. secretary, avnounced the 
receipt of communications from Mr. Kitchin, ** 
Singleton, Mr. Woodger, and Mr. Butters expressing 
the writers’ regret at their inability to attend ths 
meeting. 

The CuarrmMan:—I have also had communication 
from Mr. Wragg and Mr. Simpson stating that they 
unable to be present this evening. 

Tue Annuat Report. 


The SxcretaRy read the report for the past a 
which was as under : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—During the ry" oe 
1893-4, 23 Fellows have joined the Society, 4” 
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have resigned. At the present time the Society numbers 
125. There have been 5 Council Meetings, and 8 General 
Meetings held during the Session. The average attend. 
ance being 27. 
Seven papers or addresses have been delivered, viz. :— 
1. Presidential Address. 
2. “ Firing” by Professor W. Pritchard, F.R.C.V.S. 
3. “Intestinal Calculi” in the Horse, 
by A. L. Batters, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 
4. Subjects of Clinical importance, 
by E. R. C. Butler, Esq., A.V.D. 
5. Fistula of the Horse’s Foot (“ Quittor ”’) 
by Veterinary Captain F,. Raymond, A.V.D. 
6. The less noticed Evils of Shoeing, 
by W. Hunting, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 
7. Lead Poisoning (“ Plumbism ’’), 
by Professor J. Wortley Axe. 


A number of interesting morbid specimens, and surgi- 
cal instruments have been shown at the meetings, the 
discussions at the same time being well maintained, | 
the increased average attendance also indicating that 
great interest was taken in the subjects brought before 
the Society. This being the Jubilee year of the veteri- 
nary profession, a smoking concert was given at the 
International Hall, Café Monico, Piccadily, W., to which 
this Society contributed the sum of £20. About 150 
members of the profession from all parts were present, 
aud enjoyed a pleasant evening. 

I may further add that at a Council meeting held on 
August the 9th last, Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, M.R.C.V.S. 
was unanimously elected to represent the Society at the 
9th International Congress of Hygiene and Demography 
{Vv -ieeiies Section) held at Buda Pesth in September 


The receipts during the Session have been £124 7s to 
which a sum. of £15 10s. 7d. is added from the preceding 
year, making a total of £139 17s. 7d. The expenditure 
being £77 9s. leaving a balance in hand of £62 8s. 7d. 

The funds on deposit, and in the hands of the Hon. 
Treasurer amount this day to £150. 

(Signed) Frep. C. Manon, M.R.C.V.S., 
Honorary Secretary. 


Tue Bauance SHEET. 


The CuarrMAN explained that the balance sheet could 
only be received and not adopted that night, because the 
accounts had not been audited yet. They might have 
been audited that evening had the auditors been able tu 
be present, but Mr. Butters, one of the auditors, was 
away in Scotland, and Mr. Rogerson, the other auditor, 
was not in attendance. Under these circumstances the 
Secretary would no doubt be able to get the accounts 
audited before the next meeting. 

The Secretary :—Certainly sir. 

Mr. Vittar :—Is there any probability of the auditors 
coming later this evening. 

The CHainMaN :—As i stated, one of them is away in 
Scotland. 

Mr. VintaR :—We could appoint a substitute. 

The Cuarrman :—I think the better course would be 


meeting so that in the meantime the accounts can be 
properly audited by the two gentlemen appointed 
auditors, The receipts, I believe, compare very favour- 
ably with the income of former years; but the Hon. 
treasurer (Mr. Rowe) will be able to tell us about that. 

Mr. H. G. Rogers then moved and Professor Mac- 
QUEEN seconded that the report be adopted, and the 
consideration of the balance sheet deferred until the 
next meeting, pending audit of the accounts. 

was carried unanimously. 


Exection or 


A ballot resulted in the unanimous election of the 


following gentlemen as Fellows of the Society :— 
Mr. Charles Squair, M.R.C.V.S., Reigate; Mr. Tooth, 
M.R.C.V.s., Enfield; and Mr. James Buxton, 
M.R.C.V.S., 14 Archway Road, Highgate, N. 


Tre New PRrEsIpENT. 


Messrs. Kendall and Manton were, on the motion of 
the Chairman, seconded by Professor Macqueen, ap- 
pointed scrutineers to superintend the election of a new 
president and other officers of the Society for the en- 
suing year. 

The CuarrMan :-—Our next business is to appoint 
officers for the ensuing year, and first a president. I 
shall be glad to receive nominations for the office of 
president. I regret that so few Fellows are present to- 
night. Some have not, I suppose, returned from their 
holidays, while others may be of opinion that business is 
best transacted by a few and not by many, and so have 
absented themselves. 

Professor Macqur&EN :—Mr. President and gentlemen, 
I have very great pleasure in proposing that Mr. Sidney 
Villar be our president during the ensuing year. I have 
not asked that gentleman’s consent to my proposition, 
but he is here, and | dare say he will act if elected. Iam 
sure it will give great satisfaction if he will assent to 
officiate as president of this Society in the coming year. 

Mr. Rogers :—I have much pleasure in seconding the 
proposition in the event of Mr. Villar consentivg to 
stand. 

The CaairMAN :—Before putting the motion I should 
like to ask whether any gentlemen has anyone else to 
propose. I interpret your silence as a negative reply. 
I have much pleasure in putting this proposition and in 
doing so allow me to say that I do not think a better 
man—there might be some as good—could be chosen to 
fulfil the duties of president than Mr. Villar. He has 
worked for this society well in other positions during 
past years, and | think it is only fair to acknowledge his 
good service by offering him the honourable position of 
president. 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

The CuarrMan to Mr. Villar :—The motion is carried 
unanimously. We shall be very pleased if you will 
accept the office of president for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Vittar :—As it appears to be the unanimous 
wish of the gentlemen present [ shall be very glad 
indeed to accept the office of president, and I have to 
thank you all very sincerely for the honour you have 
done me. In selecting me to succeed a gentleman who 
has displayed such energy aud at all times such tact as 
the retiring president, [ feel very certain that a 
shortcomings in my line of action will be apparent to 
of you ; but having for several years held the post of 
secretary to this Society, | know how at all times the 
members and fellows of the Society have loyally sup- 

rted the chair, and I must beg of you to afford me that 

oyal support and ready help so that I may carry out the 
duties of president during the ensuing year in a manner 
worthy of such an old established and learned body as 
this. (Applause.) ~ 

Exection or 


The Cuainman :—Our next business is to elect vice- 

residents. The vice-presidents for the past year were 

Posieee Penberthy, Colonel F. Duck, Mr. W. Roots 
and Professor Pritchard. 

The Szcretary :—Colonel Duck has now gone abroad 

on service, I believe. 

Mr. Wa.poie :—I beg to propose Professor Macqueen 

as a vice-president for the ensuing year. 

Professor MacqugEN :—Il am very much obliged for the 
onour you have done me in proposing my name but I 
eally think we should bestow these honours upon the 

older members of the Society—those who have been 
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members of it longest and served it best. I shall ne 

uite willing to assist bye and bye, but in the meantime 
1 am inclined to think that Iam not at all entitled to 
the position of a vice-president. . 

The Cuarrman :—I should like to propose Captain 
Butler as a vice-president. 

Captain Burier :—I cannot but feel flattered by 
your proposal but the same objections apply in my case 
as those which Professor Macqueen pointed out as 
existing in his. I am at one with him in thinking that 
the older members of this Society should be the govern- 
ing body as a rule. 

The TREeasuRER :—Not necessarily so. 

The following gentlemen were nominated by the 
undermentioned proposers and seconders :—Professor 
Macqueen, proposed by Mr. Walpole and seconded by 
Mr. Hobday ; Captain Butler, proposed by the Chair- 
man and seconded by Mr. Mahon ; Mr. Rogers proposed 
by Mr. Slocock and seconded by Mr. Villar ; Mr. Wragg, 
ne by Mr. Villar and seconded by Mr. Walpole ; 

r. Prudames, proposed by Captain Butler and seconded 
by Mr. Mahon ; Professor Penberthy, proposed by Mr. 
Slocock and seconded by Mr. Villar ; Mr. Butters pro- 
— by Captain Butler and seconded by Mr. Rogers ; 

r. H. Edgar proposed by Mr. Rogers and seconded by 
Mr, Mahon; Mr. Hurndall, proposed by Mr. Rickards 
and seconded by Mr. Rogers ; Mr. Slocock, proposed by 
Mr. Villar and seconded by the Chairman. 

Mr. Rogers declined to stand for election, remarking 
that in his opinion the older members should be chosen 
vice-presidents. Besides he was not always able to 
attend the meetings of the society regularly, a capacity 
that was necessary in anyone holding the position of a 
vice-president. Hence he asked that his name might 
be withdrawn. 

Professor MacquEeEN preferred a like request. He 
said :—I would rather some other gentleman was elected. 
My view of all these societies is that the older members 
should succeed to positions of dignity first. They have 
a right from long service to all positions of honour, and 
younger men can very well wait until their time comes. 
Another thing we should not lose sight of in coming to 
an election of this kind is this: if we pass over old 
members some of them might be apt to think they are 
forgotten, and naturally retire from the Society. Hence 
if we want to retain the strength of the Society we must 
not forget the older members. (Applause.) 

Captain BurLir :—I might remark that in the remote 
contingency of a gentleman being elected contrary to 
his desire he would be placed in a very false position, 

The CuarrMan :—Is it your wish tu withdraw ? 

Captain Buriur :—Yes, with the kind permission of 
and secouder. 

e names of Professor Macqueen, Captain 
and Mr. Rogers were then the 
for the other nominees was Mr. Prudames, 12; Mr 

Wragg, 10; Mr. Butters,8; Mr. Slocock, 5 ; Professor 

Penberthy, 4; Mr. Edgar, 3; and Mr. Hurndall. 2 
four gentlemen were accordingly 

eclared elected vice-presidents for i 
1906 p the ensuing year, 

The CuatRMAN :—On behalf of myself I 
very much for the honour you have jae done om * a 
only say that, as [ have endeavoured to do my duty as 
your president during the past year to the best of aa 
poor ability, so I hope to continue to have the ali - 
of meeting you in the future, and if anything is required 
of me I shall try, as far as in me lies, to render 
further service. (Applause.) ; 

Hon. TREASURER. 

r. EDGAR :— to pro 
re-appointed ‘hat Mr. Rowe be 


‘Professor :—Ih 
ing that motion. avemuch pleasure in second- 


The CHarRMAN :—The motion is that Mr. Rowe be 
asked to continue in the office of our honorary treasurer. 
You all know how well and satisfactorily he has per- 
formed the duties of his position during the past year. 
You are all aware that the figures he is able to show in 
connection with the past year constitute it quite a record 
year with regard to satisfactory finance. I am in hopes 
that he will tell usa little about his work and how he 
has done it, and let us into the secret of his capital 
financial position—notwithstanding that special and 
exceptional expenses have been inevitably incurred in 
the past year. Perhaps he will give us this information 
at some future time—maybe over a dinner table. (Hear, 
hear.) I ask you to accept this motion that Mr. Rowe 
be asked to kindly retain the office of honurary treasurer. 

Mr. Rowe: With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I 
should like to say that I am not so desirous of retaining 
this position, that I will not readily make way for 
auother gentlemen taking the treasurership if that be 
your wish. I am perfectly willing to retire, and for 
private and personal reasons I would rather waive any 
claims I may be thought to have to re-election. 

The Cuarrman: Has any member avy other gentle- 
man to propose as treasurer. 

Mr. Rowe: If any other name be proposed | shall not 
take it amiss, I assure you. 

The Cuarrman: No other name being submitted [ 
ask you to vote for the re-appointment of our old and 
worthy friend Mr. Rowe. s 

The motion was carried unavimously, 

The CuairmaNn : I have very much pleasure in telli 
you, Mr. Rowe, that you have been unanimously asked 
to act as honorary treasurer of this Society in the ensu- 
ing year, and I only hope and trust that you will have 
health and strength to fulfil the duties of the position as 
satisfactorily in the future as you have done in the past. 

r. Rowe: Mr. President and gentlemen, in being 
again unanimously elected as your treasurer, I wish you 
to kindly understand that I am duly sensible of the 
compliment you have paid me. My ouly fear is that my 
health may not allow me to carry out the duties of the 
position as well as I could wish in the interests of this. 
Society, and in the manner that has hitherto character- 
ised all my efforts in connection with this body. This. 
consideration led me to wish that a younger man might 
have taken the office in lieu of myself. I have not put 
myself forward in any way for re-appointment but have 
left myself entirely in your hands. As your have chosen 
to re-elect me unanimously, and still show the same 
faith in me as before, I shall do my utmost in the future, 
as in the past, to afford you satisfaction. I can only say 
you have responded heartily and nobly to the appeal I 
made to you at the last annual dinner. You have made 
my work a labour of love by regarding your treasurer 
as a friend and paying your subscriptions readily and 
spontaneously. The result is that 1 do not believe there 
is a kindred society in the kingdom that is in a more 
prosperous condition than this. When you realise the 
fact that 94 members have during the past year sub- 
scribed over £126 it goes without saying that much of 
that money was the payment of arrears. There are st 
some arrears outstanding, and I hope the gentleme? 
concerned will kindly take notice of this intimation 4” 
pay up. (Laughter and applause.) 


Tue Hon. SEcRETARY. 


Mr. Epe@ar: I shall certainly have very great ple 
in proposing that Mr, F. C. Mahon be re-electe 
honorary secretary if he will kindly continue to serve? 


that capacity. 1am sure, during the past year . co 


performed his secretarial duties—which have often, ! 
afraid, been very irksome and difficult—in a high 


(Hear, hear.) I do not think ¥° 


satisfactory manner. 
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could possibly do better than give him a little more 
experience in the position he so worthily holds. 

Mr. Rowr: I have much pleasure in seconding the 
proposition. I cannot allow this opportunity to pass 
without congratulating and complimenting my worthy 
colleague upon the admirable .and satisfactory way in 
which he has discharged the duties of the position which 
he was last year called upon to perform for the first time. 
Perhaps I am in a better position to appreciate his ser- 
vices than anyone else present, and I cannot but bear 
my testimony to the heartiness which he was thrown in- 
to his work. The success of our gatherings during the 
past year, as evidenced by the largeness of the attendance, 
was due not only to the geniality and efforts of our 
worthy president but also to the indefatigible exertions 
of our excellent secretary. To them is largely owing 
the fact that the Central Veterinary Medical Society 
is far away ahead of any kindred society in the kingdom. 
(Applause.) 

The Cuarrman: Mr. Rowe has said that he has pro- 
bably had the best opportunities of judging the work our 
secretary has done during the past year. I must beg to 
differ with him in this, and to claim that your president 
has had the best opportunity of realising the worth and 
the work of Mr. Mahon. I have to acknowledge with 
thanks the able and hearty assistance he has rendered 
me during the past twelve months. I have great 
pleasure in putting this motion because I know that Mr. 
Mahon has worked thorovghly, heartily aud loyally in 
the interests of this Society and has ably assisted in 
anything and everything in which his services were re- 
quired. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Manon: [| beg to thank you for the compliment 
you have again paid me. I have endeavoured in the 
past to do my duty in the office that you called upon me 
to fill. I hope that, granted health and strength in the 
coming year, I shall be able to do as much for you in the 
future as I have done in the past. 1 beg to thank you 
very much, 

ELEcTION oF CouNnciL. 


The retiring members of the Council were: Mr. 
J. A. W. Dollar, Mr. A. Rogerson, Mr. F. W. Wragg, Mr. 
F.C. Mahon, Mr. S. Villar, Mr. W. Hunting, Professor 
Macqueen, Capt. F. Raymond, Mr. A. Gostling, Mr. 
A. L. Butters, Mr. W. F. Barrett, and Mr. H. Edgar. 

The following gentlemen were now duly nominated : 
Professor Hobday, Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, Mr. Rogers, 
Professor Macqueen, Mr. Hunting, Mr. Edgar, Mr. 
Hurndall, Mr. Roots, Captain Butler, Prof. McFadyear, 
Professor Penberthy, Mr. Sheather, Mr. Kendall, Mr. 
Rickards, Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Walpole, Mr. Clarke, Mr. 
Samson, Professor Pritchard, and Mr. Caton. 

The voting was as follows: For Professor Penberthy, 
14; Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, 14; Professor Macqueen, 13 ; 
Mr. Rogers, 13; Mr. Hunting, 12; Mr. Edgar, 11; Mr. 
Hurndall, 10; Mr. Roots, 10; Capt. Butler, 10 ; Prof. 
McFadyean, 10; Prof. Penberthy, 8 ; and Mr. Sheather, 
7. These gentlemen were elected. 
ir. Ep@ar: Suppose some of the gentlemen elected 
— to act will those next on the list be chosen to 


The Carman : Yes, they will. 


Tue Avpirors, 

Prof. I propose that the retiring audi- 

ae Messrs. Butters and Rogerson, be re-elected. They 
ve done nothing yet. a 

neat seconded the motion, which was adopted 


Tue JuBILEE MEMORIAL. 
_ The Cuamman announced that Prof. Macqueen had 


ing of the Society a resolution with reference to the 
proposed memorial to the petitioners for the original 
Charter of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Tue PRESIDENT. 


The CuarrmMan: Having concluded the business of 
the evening, and in view of soon closing my year of office, 
I desire to avail myself of this opportunity of thanking 
you one and all, present and absent, for the kind way in 
which you have treated my incapacity—(“ no”)—to 
carry out the duties I could have wished to perform. I 
have to thank you for the able support you have given 
me, for the kind attention with which you have listened 
to my poor efforts at different times, for the readiness 
with which able papers have been brought forward and 
the manner in which they have been discussed to the 
credit and advantage of this Society during the past 
year. I sincerely hope that the Society may in the 
future continue on its prosperous and useful course. I 
trust I may have the opportunity of continuing to attend 
the meetings of the Society in order to still further 
benefit myself by obtaining—as I have done in the 
past—knowledge on different important points connected 
with our profession. I do hold that these meetings are 
of very great value, and that no matter what one’s 
attainments may be, every member of the Society must 
derive advantage from the papers he hears read and dis- 
cussed. [ have learnt much from the meetings of this 
organisation and [ have to thank many of you for what you 
have taught me, and especially for the kind considera- 
tion you have shown me during my presidential year. I 
have now to propose a vote of thanks to the scru- 
tineers. 

Mr. Ena@ar: Mr. President, I think that this ought 
to be the occasion on which, before we thank the scruti- 
neers, we should accord a very hearty vote of thanks to 
our retiring president. I cannot let this opportunity 
pass without expressing to you my own and, I believe, 
the thanks of all who have attended these meetings 
during the past year, for the way in which you have 
presided over them. You have done so with the utmost 
fairness and the greatest consideration in every respect. 
Perhaps occasionally it may have been thought that you 
were a little too lenient, but at the same time you have 
known when to pull us up and keep us in order. I must 
say that it is not probably all honey in occupying the 
chair at many of our meetings. I am sure the members 
present, however, will agree with me when I say that we 
have had very pleasant meetings during the past year. 
The president is really our man of light and leading and 
to him we owe our thanks. I[ have to propose a very 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Prudames for his conduct 
in the chair during the past year. 

This having been seconded and carried nem con, 

The CuHarrMAN said: Gentlemen, I thank you. 
Thanks having been accorded to the scrutineers, the 
proceedings terminated. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on Thursday, September 6th, 1894. Tea at 
5 p.m., business at 6 p.m. Present: The President 
(G. Gartside Mayor, Esq.) in the chair, Messrs, W. A. 
Taylor, J. B. Wolstenholme, 8. Locke, J. T. Priestner 
and H. Hall, Manchester: J. 'McKinna, Leeds: W. 
Woods, Wigan ; J. H. Carter, Burnley ; R. C. Edwards, 
Chester; R. Hughes, Oswestry; W. Ackroyd, Hebden 
Bridge; A. Munro and R. Hadfield, Altrincham ; and H. 
D. Chorlton, Hon. Sec. 


“Blven notice of his intention to move at the next meet- 


RS 


With the exception of an amendment proposed by 
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Mr. W. A. Taylor respecting insurance fees paid to veter- 
inary surgeons, the minutes of the last meeting were 
taken as read. 

The SxcrEeTaRy stated he had received letters of 
apology for non-attendance from Professors Walley, 

eCall, W. O. Williams, McFadyean and Penberthy, 
Messrs. E. Faulkner, Alex. Lawson, H. Thompson, R. 
Reynolds, Peter Taylor and J. Abson. 

he PresipENt nominated Mr. Arnold Porritt, 

M.R.C.V.S., Preston, for membership of the Association. 

Mr. Carter seconded the nomination. 


Morsip SPECIMENS. 


Mr. J. B. WoitstennoimeE exhibited a morbid speci- 
men showing the existence of ulceration of the colon in 
connection with a rough calculus in a cart mare twelve 

ears old. For — of this case see Veteriuary 

cord, Sept. 18th, 1894. 

Mr. Wo.istENHOLME also e> hibited a living puppy from 
which he had extracted a la‘ y’s long hat pin which he 
believed the puppy had swallowed. Particulars of this 
case may be found in T'he Veterinary Record of Sept. 29th, 
1894. 

Mr. McKinna proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Wol- 
stenholme for exhibiting the specimens. 

Mr. Locke secondad, and stated that several similar 
cases had come under his notice. 

Mr. Woops supported the proposition, and quoted a 
case of a horse which had died through swallowing a little 
staple not more than 4in. long. 


New INstTRUMENT. 

The Secretary read a letter from Professor Owen 
Williams enclosing a hook of an improved shape for use 
in parturition. 

PARTURITION IN THE Cow, By A. Munro, 
Discussron. 


The paper appeared in The Veterinary Record of 15th 
September. 
r. Woops said his experience had been rather against 
the instruments used by Mr. Munro. 
Mr. WotstEeNHOLME asked Mr. Munro whether he 
used chloroform in cases of parturition in the cow. 
Mr. Munro said he did not use chloroform with cows, 
but with mares he did. 
Mr. R. C. Epwarps thanked Mr. Munro for his prac- 
tical paper. When first attending a calving case he 
' generally inquired how many had been at the case, To 
get the cow into a ip position was of importance 
and would materially assist the veterinary surgeon. 
Respecting embryotomy he said he practised it in his 
younger days, but now he did not to the same extent. 
Sometimes he skinned the leg and sometimes he did not 
Calving cases he considered required a good deal of 
power. He stated he never made a second visit in caly- 
Ing cases, and did not see any practical reason for fomen- 
ting. He never observed much swelling in cows after 
calving. In connection with the after treatment he 
always recommended giving the cows nothing but hay 
until after the third or fourth day. With respect to the 
presentation with the four feet in the passage the best 
plan in his opinion was to push the fore feet in and get 
the hind legs up and deliver hind quarters first. Re- 
plying to Mr. Wolstenholme’s question about cleansing 
e said he was not very particular whether he left any- 
thing in or not. He never took away the cleansing from 
mares. He gave them extract of ergot anda dose of 
linseed oil. As for cleansing drinks for cows they were 


no 

r. Munro stated that with regard to cl ing i 
cows he took them away, but walted until 
day. In all cases in his district if a cow did not cleanse 
by the fourth day he removed it. Sometimes it came 


away easily, at other times with difficulty. He had never 
seen any bad results, but he had seen many bad cases 
where the cleansing had been left inside. 

Mr. Locke thanked Mr. Munro for his very interest- 
ing and practical paper. He could not speak with very 
great authority upon parturition in cows, because being 
in towns he had not very many cases. He thought care 
should be taken to observe the position of the calf before 
operating. In nearly all cases he thought the veterinary 
surgeon was the last person sent for, and as a result 

enerally found the secretions all checked, and 

ir and inflamed. He always got some lard or oil and 
oiled the passages as far as he could reach first of all, and 
was very careful to ascertain the position in which the 
calf lay. With regard to the instruments he seldom took 
any to calving cases, such as hooks and forceps. In a 
case of ordinary presentation there did not appear to be 
much difficulty in getting the calf away, but when the 
head is found well back below the pelvis he considered it 
a difficult case. His plan was to get a foreleg secured 
with a very soft rope, pass it back again and likewise the 
second one and afterwards get all pressure on the calf. 
In doing this the head is released somewhat, thus allow- 
ing the hand to be passed down to the nostrils or orbit. 
He stated he had a small instrument, a little double for- 
ceps, which could be got into both orbits. Upon pulling 
the rope it tightens the forceps. A tremendous hold can 
be got, and very often the head is got into position, 
when it is easy to get thecalf away. He said there were 
very few cases where he had been so heroic as to take th 
head or the limbs away. Regarding the after birth, th 
cleansing if retained being allowed to come away when 
ready, he believed many cows were lost from septic 
poisoning. Ifthe cleansing is not away by the fourth 
day he generally stripped and removed it. With respect 
to cleansing drinks he was of opinion that they were of 
little use. He thought if the veterinary surgeon were 
called in the first instance he would be able to get the 
calf away with a great deal more ease both to himself 
and to the poor beast which has to suffer. 

The PReEsiIpENT expressed his indebtedness to Mr. 
Munro for his excellent paper. With regard to two or 
three operative procedures, he was very fond of instru- 
ments, but the two he was now fond of were Cawley's 
embryotomy knife, and an instrument for getting back 
the skin, He found it took a lot of work off the fingers. 
He was a great advocate for embryotomy. He did not 
at all agree with Mr. Edwards in regard to the removal 
of the leg at the hock and the elbow, and so forth. He 
took it from what Mr. Locke had stated that he had 
not had a very large amount of experience. He con- 
sidered he had been fortunate if called at an early stage. 
The greatest difficulty the veterinary surgeon had to 
deal with was the contraction of the parts. In regard 
to some instruments that Mr. Munro had shown, several 
struck him as ingenious but distinctly, from his point 0 
view, too weighty and too cumbersome. With respect 
to the lubrication of the vagina, what he did m 
extremely bad cases, and he had found great benefit from 
it, was to inject linseed gruel into the uterus with 
Reid’s pump. There is another point in regard to 
embryotomy, viz., the separation of the foreleg. After 
skinning the foreleg and dividing the muscles about the 
shoulder he usually contented himself with disartic 
ting the fetlock joint and retaining the hoof attached to 
the skin of the leg. This he found an immense adval- 
tage to stick to. Another important point was to get the 
animal into a good position. With regard to the after 
treatment a great deal depended on the case. Strict 
rules could not be laid down. Regarding fomentatio? 
he had discontinued it because it could not be kept UP. 
He never used pulleys. As regards the retropeller, 
although the veterinary surgeon could not over-estimate 
the value of instruments in difficult cases still any- 
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thing that could be done with the arm and ropes was 
best. 

Mr. CartzR thanked the essayist. Respecting anti- 
septics after calving, he relied greatly upon them. In 
his district there were great objections to taking away 
the cleansing. He had been condemned for taking away 
the cleansing and causing death. He quite agreed with 
Mr. Munro about calving a cow when down. In difficult 
cases of parturition when a cow strained very hard and 
constantly he had in some cases performed tracheotomy. 
Respecting lubricants, linseed gruel injected behind was 
a most excellent thing. Starch also was a good injec- 
tion. It was most important to feel the position of the 
calf before operating. 

Mr. W. A. Taytor asked Mr. Munro’s experience with 
regard to straining after calving. 

Mr. Munno replied that he certainly did use trusses. 
He believed in chloral hydrate 4o0z. to six drachms. If a 
small cow $0z., sometimes an ounce without any dele- 
terious effects. About using a funnel he used linseed oil 
to lubricate. He never lard as he found the former 
the best. 

Mr. Locks proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Munro for reading such a paper of interest to the mem- 
bers. The members had improved by the paper and he 
felt sure Mr. Munro had also derived benefit from the 
discussion. 

Mr. R. Hveuss, in seconding Mr. Locke’s proposition, 
said he thought the members had received a practical 
paper from « practical man, something for the members 
to reflect upon and to discuss. He felt greatly indebted 
to him for his paper. 

Mr. W. A. TayLor, in supporting, said he wished to 
add his thanks to those already accorded in Mr. Munro’s 
favour for the admirable and practical manner in which he 
had dealt with the subject. 

Mr. Munro begged to thank the members for the kind 
and pleasant discussion. 

Mr. J. B. WotstENHOLME proposed a vote of thanks to 
be sent te Professor Williams for his kindness in send. 
ing his instrument for the evening. Looking on the 
subject of the discussion from another standpoint, he said 
it would seem that, according to their custom, they were 
following at a respectable distance in the wake of the 
surgeon. The old and time honoured idea that it was a 
wrong thing to interfere with the foetal membranes 
seemed to have passed away. Asa matter of fact a prac- 
titioner in human medicine who neglected to do <hat 
was failing in his duty and might be held seriously re- 
sponsible if proved in a court of law. He noticed that 
they were using antiseptics in these matters, and he was 
also pleased to learn that instead of the antiseptics 
being used with force they were allowed to pass in and 
out by gravitation. 

Mr. Carter seconded the proposition. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
VETERINARY DEPARTMENT OF THE BOARD 
OF AGRICULTURE. 


This report is for the year 1893 and has taken just 
nine months in the compiling, printing and publish- 
ing. There is nothing in it that would prevent any 
good business firm from producing a similar work in 
& month. 

The report is by “The Director of the Veterinary 
partment” and includes minor reports from Chief 
Inspector, Assistant Inspector, and Chief Travelling 
Inspector. Professor Brown has now left the de- 
partment, and we shall await next year’s report with 


has signed this report, and now that he is gone we 
should naturally expect that the senior veterinary 
adviser would take his place. When next year’s 
report appears it would not surprise us to find the 
Veterinary Department represented by a layman. 
Should our fears be realised we hope the veterinary 
profession will unite in an agitation to have such an 
insult explained and removed. If we have no man 
capable of taking Professor Brown’s place let us hide 
our faces and rigidly ‘‘ boycott’ the department. 
This action was taken a few years ago by the Royal 
College of Surgeons in relation to the Navy—and 
the college won. The spirit of political jobbery and 
nepotism is as strong as ever. It is only the unity 
of professions and the publicity of the press that 
suppress it. Small bodies without a voice suffer, 
and no doubt the veterinary profession is looked upon 
by the Board of Agriculture as weak and voiceless. 
We must wait and watch, but keep our position 
before Members of Parliament, Editors of papers, 
and leading Agriculturists, so that when the oppor- 
tunity arrives we are ready to use it. 


Professor Brown’s report consists of two parts :— 
First, a review of the work done by the veterinary 
department during the last quarter of a century, and 
second, a reference to the regulations in force for the 
suppression of diseases now under legislative control. 


The review of past work is satisfactory, enumera- 
ting as it does difficulties overcome and great suc- 
cesses achieved. The Cattle Plague which was 
introduced in 1865 was stamped out, a second 
invasion in 1872 was rapidly extinguished, and a 
third introduction in 1877 was also speedily mastered. 
Foot-and-mouth disease has twice been removed 
from the diseases which ravaged British stock for 
nearly half a century. Concerning this disease 
Professor Brown relates that a committee which sat 
in 1873 recommended “that the Privy Council 
should cease to issue orders for the check of this 
disease.”’ This recommendation was adopted, but 
‘‘the Royal Agricultural Society intervened with a 
protest and the orders were re-enacted.”’ In 
1877 foot-and mouth disease was again attacked, and 
in ten years it had disappeared. What caused the 
hopeless lethargy of the department from 1872 to 
1876 is not positively stated, but we gather that the 
blame is distributed between the Local Authorities 
who would not, or could not, work together, and the 
opposition of stock owners whose ignorance and 
cupidity rendered them unwilling to assist by notifi- 
cation and isolation of diseased herds. This time- 
honoured excuse is now again being dug up for use 
as an explanation of the Board’s failure with swine- 
fever. Professor Brown forgets that he told the 
committee of 1873 that foot-and-mouth disease ‘‘ had 
become indigenous’ and therefore was not likely to 
be stamped out. Surely such a dictum was un- 
likely to encourage a persevering campaign against 
disease. He also omits to point out that the Local 
Authorities are only loosely. held together for action 
by a permissive Act, which says they ‘‘ may”’ do cer- 
tain things, instead of they shall’’ do them. The 
present permissive legislation is obsolete. It was all 
very well in the days when stock-owners and veteri- 


For many years Professor Brown 


narians had not grasped the meaning of contagion. 
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Now-a-days local authorities are quite capable of 
carrying out a compulsory Act, and the central 
authority might well confine their attention to con- 


_ trolling and supervising. Of course failure attends 


the work of local authorities when the law which 
gives them their powers is only permissive and requires 
constant explanation by a series of confusing, and 
sometimes contradictory orders from head quarters. 
The whole Act wants revising, and then it may safely 
be made compulsory. 
The Director’s historical review tells us something 
of the “travelling inspectors ’’—of the lay element 
which now supersedes the veterinary surgeon in 
looking after the disinfection of infected places, in 
tracing the spread of disease, and in deciding which 
slaughtered pigs are healthy and which diseased. 
It seems that in 1870 a Transit Order was passed 
which made regulations for the arrangement of pens 
on board ship, for the feeding of animals on rail, and 
for disinfection of lairs, trucks, ete. To supervise 
these regulations a Travelling Inspector was ap- 
pointed in 1874. Soon others were added, and the 
first man became Chief Travelling Inspector. In 
1877, when the cattle-plague appeared in London, 
these inspectors, says the report, ‘‘ whose duties had 
hitherto been limited to the inspection of railway 
stations, landing places and cattle-carrying ships, 
rendered good service.’’ It does not specify these 
services, but we conclude they were what had hitherto 
been done by veterinarians. This has always been 
denied, but we shall probably know the truth when 
a committee considers the whole subject. 


The second divison of the report, dealing with 
specific diseases, commences with pleuro-pneumonia. 
Here we get a further glimpse of the evolution of the 
travelling inspector. Detailing the methods by 
which the disease was attacked Professor Brown 
says ‘‘ When pleuro-pneumonia was found to exist, 
the infected place was visited by a travelling in- 
spector who, with the aid of the veterinary surgeon of 
the district, arranged for the slaughter of the rest of 
the herd and the disposal of the carcases, after which 
the travelling inspector was required to devote him- 
self to the important work of tracing the origin of 
the outbreak and the distribution of cattle which had 
been removed from the premises before the outbreak 
was discovered.’’ Here we have the first move in 
the displacement of veterinarians. It will require 
some plausible sophistry to show that “tracing the 
origin of disease ’’ is work more suitable to retired 
soldiers and sailors than to trained professional ex- 
perts. Success attended the effort, and it is useless 
now to ask how much more rapid might have been 
that success under better arrangements. The district 
veterinary surgeon was not altogether dispensed 
with, he was only made to play second fiddle. He 
assisted the travelling inspector, he made a post- 
mortem examination of the slaughtered animals. he 
protected the public from the sale of diseased carcases 
and he protected the taxpayer from the loss which 
would result from burying carcases fit for food. He 
did more—he supplied statistics of the prevalence of 
other diseases in the slaughtered animals and thus 
we gained the valuable knowledge that Tuberculosis 
existed in about 20 per cent of our cattle. This in- 


valuable discovery ought alone to be evidence of the 
value of trained veterinarians as inspectors of diseased 
animals. Perhaps this was xot just what the Board 
desired. It may be that they did not want to know 
too much, and there is a curious paragraph on page 
12 of the report which supports this unlikely hypo- 
thesis, for the director actually says ‘‘ In fact swine- 
fever is the only disease remaining, the stamping 
out of which can be considered a matter of urgency.” 
It is true the next paragraph enumerates ‘‘ Anthrax, 
sheep-scab, glanders and rabies’’ as still remaining 
to be dealt with, but not even a mention is made of 
Tuberculosis—the greatest of all the plagues affecting 
our herds. 

Whether this omission is to be explained by the 
inference that Professor Brown has misdirected the 
Board as to thisdisease, and desires in his last report 
to suggest that he has done so much that nothing 
remains to be done, or whether it is to be explained 
by the supposition that the Board are afraid to tackle 
tuberculosis, and discreetly muzzled the retiring 
director, we cannot say. It is certain however that 
the report, accepted by the Board of Agriculture, 
does not represent the views of Veterinarians, of 
Medical Officers of Health, or of leading Agricultur- 
ists. The Board will find many diseases of anithals 
remaining, the stamping out of which are matters 0 
urgency. Professor Brown was wrong in 1873 about 
foot-and-mouth disease, he was even further wrong 
in 1893 about tuberculosis. 

About swine-fever not much is said. In only two 
months of last year was the present Act in force. 
One sentence there is which deserves notice ‘‘ Swine- 
fever is extensively distributed, and to insure its 
final extinction stock-owners must be prepared to 
endure cattle-plague restrictions. The disease is in 
reality the analogue of cattle-plague, and in no way 
inferior to it in regard to its virulence and infec- 
tivity.’ 

With the absolute truth of this statement every 
veterinarian will agree, but if the Veterinary Director 
of the Board held these views when the regulations 
to combat swine-fever were prepared howis it “ cattle- 
plague measures ”’ were not enforced at the commence- 
ment? Why, not even pleuro-pneumonia regula- 
tions were adopted. The Board deliberately left out 
provision for declaring large infected areas, and it 
was only after months of failure that they provided 
this essential measure. -In the case of pleuro-pneu- 
monia the travelling inspectors attacked an infect 
place “ with the aid of the veterinary surgeon of the 
district.’’ With swine fever this aid was dispen 
with, and the lay inspector took charge with only 
the assistance of a butcher—and what is the result? 


Professor Brown states on page 18 “ that although 
owners were allowed to restock piggeries as soon a$ 
the places had been cleansed and disinfected no te 
currence of the affection took place.” On page 58 
the Chief Travelling Inspector in his report say$ 
“‘ outbreaks have in some cases occurred on premises 
that had been disinfected by the Board, but there 
has never been an instance in which there was 40Y 
reason to suppose that disease was owing to inte 
tion remaining in the premises.” 

Five pages are devoted to anthrax, and some us 
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ful information is given as to the disposal of carcases 
and the way in which soil becomes contaminated. 
This contamination only occurs when blood escapes 
from the fresh carcase, and. experiments are quoted 
which show that blood taken from a carcase which 
has been allowed to remain unopened for a few days 
is not infective when inoculated into rabbits. Burial 


mortem examination. Of course the difficulty is 
that the disease is often only diagnosed by a post- 
mortem, and cases of poisoning or other disease 
might escape detection if no post-mortems are held 
on animals found dead. The way out of the difficulty 
is to examine some blood with a microscope before 
opening the carcase. If a practitioner has to ride 
five miles to examine a carcase it is not always prac- 
tical to carry a microscope on the saddle, and the 
disease amongst horses at Settle shows that recogni- 
tion of the bacillus is not quite so easy in practice as 
it is in a book. 

Sheep-scab is apparently on the increase, and the 
Board are becoming hopeless about it. The Director 
apologises for its having been put in the Act, com- 
plains of the indifference of flock masters to its 
ravages, but makes no suggestion for more activity 
in looking it up. The whole difficulty would dis- 
appear if a veterinary inspector were appointed for 
each county and encouraged to clear his district of 
disease. 

Glanders is less prevalent than during the previous 
year, but the returns are still fer in excess cf those 
for 1877-78 or even for 1885. 

Rabies has increased, especially in Scotland. The 
Director explains that effective measures against 
rabies cause such opposition from the owners of dogs 
that it is only in times when the disease spreads 
extensively that they are seriously enforced. In 
other words it is only when a number of human 
lives are sacrificed that the Central Authority has 
the back-bone to turn a deaf ear to the ravings of 
old women and the blustering of sportsmen. 

We shall return to this report next week. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


DURHAM COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 
OPENING oF Szssion BY Lorp DurHam. 


On Tuesday afternoon, October 2nd, in the presence 


College of Medicine, Newcastle, was opened and the 
prizes distributed by the Earl of Durham. 

The President, in opening the proceedings, offered all 
Present a welcome of great heartiness, and addressing the 
students, asked them to think nobly of their profession, 
and, by their conduct, to endeavour to raise themselves 
te the standard at which they estimated it. 

Lord Durham then preseuted the prizes, medals, and 
scholarships. 

P The Earl of ‘Durham next delivered a short address to 
= iodente and others present. He was certain they 
erat: expect a learned disquisition from him upon 
medicine or any allusion to the advanta of that 


sup he must say a few words upon that profession 
of theirs. It was a profession which they must all admire 
and respect. It wasa profession in which each of them 
could do an immense amount of good, and, on the other 
hand, one in which reckless and wicked people could do 
an enormous amount of mischief. They could not fail 
to see what enormous progress had been made in the 
medical profession in the last 200 years. To all of them, 
if they were diligent in their studies, it was possible to 
make useful and valuable discoveries in the interests of 
humanity. He should like to make a protest against an 
invention, which cropped up as regularly as the sea- 
serpent. He alluded to the announcement always being 
brought forward that someone had discovered a cure for 
consumption. He thought the announcement was most 
cruel, as it was calculated to cause bitter disappointment 
to persons who suffered from that terrible disease. (Hear, 
hear.) He might be wrong, and he hoped he was, but it 
occurred. to him that some professors of medicine seemed 
to take more delight in giving cholera to rabbits and 
consumption to chickens than iu curing those diseases in 
human beings. There was one thing, however, upon 
which he could speak with as much authority as any man, 
and that was the conduct of their profession. It was a 
most noble prufession—(cheers)—and the possibilities 
of doing good as it were only limited by their own indi- 
vidual ability and character. Let them think of what 
influence they could exercise over other people, the advice 
they could give, and the authority they could wield. 
When people were ill and their bodies were weak, it was 
the time when their minds also were at the weakest. The 
physician by the very nature of his profession had oppor- 
tunities of influencing and guiding their patients. It is 
so well known that he need hardly say that the medical 
profession had a most noble record for its disinterested 
work, (A voice: “Good old Spindle Leg.’’) Spindle 
Leg was scratched. (Laughter.) He did not know if 
any of them were well acquainted with the College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, but if they could introduce him to 
one who could cure race horses as well as they could cure 
human beings he should be very glad. His horses were 
always going wrong, and he could never find out why. It 
was notorious that all medical students had bvisterous 
spirits. Perhaps they had such good spirits now because 
they had to endure so many painful scenes in after life. 
He would ask them to remember what Dr. Philipson had 
just told them, that, apart from careful study, they could 
also advance themselves in their profession by courtesy, 
tact, and good humour. It was always as important as 
profound knowledge that they should have manners 
which not only ingratiated them with their patievts, but 
with everybody else. From what he had seen he felt 
they all possessed that good humour which was so 
necessary to pass a successful life—Newcastle Daily 
Journal. 


DEATH-FROM GLANDERS. 


An inquest was held on October 6th at Paddington by 
Dr. Daotord Thomas touching the death of Mark Ben- 
jamin Markey, agea forty-three, a cab pruprietor and 
driver. Deceased was attended during his illness by Mr, 
J. M. Finzi, to whom we are indebted for the following 
clinical notes. On August 20th the man was kicked by 
amare which had been ailing and unfit for work for 
some weeks and had had a nasal discharge for two days. 
On the same night the animal died, it was alleged, from 
“inflammation of the lungs.” Except for one visit to 
a hospital to have the lacerated wound on his right 
thumb dressed, deceased had no medical treatment for 
three weeks. On Sept. 14th he consulted Mr. Finzi. 
On that date there was a thin discharge from the wound. 


college, which ‘were so well known to all of them. He 


The temperature was 101'4F., and the pulse 70. There 
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was no ulceration of, and no discharge from the nose or 
mouth. The epitrochlear and axillary glands were not 


enlarged, There was ared and acutely tender spot on 


the right shoulder, and another over the right tibia. 
Nothing wrong was detected in the viscera. The urine 
was loaded with urates, but contained no albumen and 
no sugar. Every day fresh nodules appeared in the 
muscles of the limbs, attended with great pain, especially 
near the joints. Six weeks after the infliction of the 
wound a “ pustular eruption *? was noticed on the face, 
scalp and limbs. The temperature generally was 101° 
in the morning and 103° to 104° in the evening. There 
were no rigors. Towards the end there were marked 
delirium, vomiting, and diarrhea: On the day before 
death the temperature fell to 97°. At the post-mortem 
examination typical glanderous lesions were observed. 
There was a characteristic eruption most marked on the 
face and upper part of the body. In several parts of the 
body, and especially in the muscles, the nodules before 
referred to were in various stages of development and 
disintegration, and suppuration had in most instances 
supervened. With the exception of the lungs, which 
were thickly studded with deposits, the viscera were not 
affected. The oral, nasal, laryngeal avd tracheal mucous 
membrane were free from invasion. There seems no 
reasonable doubt that in this case the inoculation took 
place on the same date as the infliction of the wound on 
the thumb, and that the mare in question was the source 
of infection. That glanders in horses is, as a rule, easily 
diagnosed is proved by the fact that out of 1399 suspected 
animals slaughtered during the last year only twenty- 
two were found on post-mortem examination to be free 
from specific lesions. in order to prevent the contagion 
spreading it is of the highest importance, however, that 
the diagnosis should be made early. In skilled hands 
the injection of mallein gives promise of attaining the 
desired end, but as yet we have not had sufficient experi- 
ence of its utility to assert its infallibility. It is per- 
missible to order the compulsory slaughter of suspected 
animals provided compensation is made, but the Council 
have not deemed it expedient to euforce the regulation 
on the ground that it would entail a serious charge on 
the ratepayers, with, in their belief, no commensurate 
results. It is to be hoped that the negotiations going on 
between the Council and the Board of Agriculture will 
be the means of supplyiug the necessary powers for the 
regular inspection of stables, whether the latter are sup- 
posed to shelter glandered horses or not. Furthermore, 
we are strongly of opinion that it should be made com- 
pulsory on veterinary surgeons to notify their attendance 
on affected animals instead of allowing the responsibility 
to rest with the owners.—The Lancet. 


THE NEW TREATMENT FOR DIPHTHERIA. 


The Special Committee of the Academy of Medicine 
appointed to inquire into the new cure for diphtheria 
whose report was unanimously adopted yesterday was 
formed of Doctors Proust, Strauss, Cadet de Gassicou 
aud Bergeron. Full credit is given to Klebs, who dis. 
covered the diphtheria bacillus ; to Liffer, who isolated 
it ; to Dr. Roux and the Russian Dr. Yersin, who experi- 
mentally produced the paralysis of diphtheria; and to 
Doctors Carl Frankal, Behring, Kitasato, and Roux. who 
discovered the diphtheria toxine, and to Behring, who 
revealed the anti-toxine. Dr. Behring first conjectured 
that the immunity from croup aud other diseases was to 
be explained by some particular state of the blood, or 
rather of the serum. He followed up his idea, and so 
also did Doctors Roux and Yersin. The toxine serum 
is, unlike the cultivated microbe, always safe. The 
tamed microbe, as Pasteur himself allowed, was ‘always 


capable, according to the soils it might fall upon, of a 
relapse into its original virulence. Thus, Jennerian 
vaccine might become again small-pox, and attenuated 
rabies, hydrophobia. The anti-toxine seram is in all 
cases harmless while affording a powerful prophy- 
lactic. It is preventive as well as curative. The animal 
inoculated with it resists inoculation with the specific 
bacilli The Committee report that it does appear that 
medical science has nuw a specific as powerful as 
inoffensive against diphtheria. The sero-therapeutic 
treatment they say is due to Dr. Behring, but for the 
basis of his discovery credit is due to the Pasteurian 
School. 

M. Pasteur opened the way to the discovery of microbe 
toxines by showing that a culture of poultry cholera 
cleared by filtration of all its morphological elements 
still produced the chief symptoms of the disease, and 
among them the drowsiness characteristic of the malady. 
After M. Pasteur made this experiment, Doctors Yersiu 
and Roux repeated it with the Chamberland filter of 
biscuit porcelain. They showed that the poison remain- 
ing in the filtered fluid totally differed from ptomaines 
or toxic alkaloids, which so far had alone been thought 
of. The discovery by Dr. Behring of the diphtheric 
toxine threw a flood of light on the disease. Since then 
tetanus, cholera, and pneumonia poisons have been 
experimented upon according to the sero-therapeutic 
system, and with analogous effects. The report ends by 
a verdict favourable to the new method, and by expres 
ing the hope that thé Pasteur Institute will be enabl 
to supply avti-toxine serum to all France. 


Blindness in Horses produced by their eating the 
Native Toivacco Plant. 

In certain districts of New South Wales a large per- 
centage of horses became affected with blindness, and a 
series of interesting investigations into its nature and 
cause are being conducted at the Veterinary College, 
Melbourne. The various plants growing in the affected 
districts were carefully examined, and among them was 
the native tobacco (nicotia suavioleus). When this was 
given to horses toxic symptoms were produced, with, 
after a time, failure of sight. The results of clinical 
investigation and post-mortem examination point very 
strongly to the conclusion that the affection is a tobacco 
amblyopia or retro-bulbar neuritis, similar in all respects 
to the same affection in man produced by smoking to 
excess.—The Lancet. 


Outbreak of Glanders at Sedgefield. 


The local sanitary authority have received a com- 
munication from Mr. G. E, Gibson, M.R.C.V.S., report- 
ing an outbreak of glanders in the Sedgefield district of 
County Durham. 


— 


Personal. 


ACCIDENT. 


Professor J. R. U. Dawa, of the Royal (Dick) Veter! 
nary College, Edinburgh, and a friend, narrowly es¢4 
drowning in an accident which involved the loss of tw? 
lives. On Saturday, Oct. 15th., the steamer ra 
Alexandra, of Glasgow, arrived at Leith from Icelam 
with a cargo of sheep, and berthed at the landing-stage for 
foreign cattle, on the north side of the Albert Dock basi? 
and near to the landward end of the East Pier, pr 
fulfilment of the law, which prohibits the remo 
foreign animals from the sheds until examined, 


Dewar, who was acting for Prof. Walley, Ins Jd 
the Board of Agriculture was communicated ¥’ 


é 


| 
| 
ae 
| 
| 
| 
: | 
5 
4 
| 
| 
| 
— 
— 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 4 
i 


doubt that the poor boy had got clear of the cab, the 


October 20, 1894 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 239 


Accompanied by his son William, a boy twelve years of 
age, and a friend, Mr. John Keys, science teacher, 
Cupar-Fite, Professor Dewar drove from Edinburgh to 
Leith in a cab belonging to Messrs. J. & R. Leggat. The 
cabman, David Drysdale, took the route through the 
Constitution Street gate, and passing over the swing 
bridge on the channel connecting the Albert and Edin- 
lurgh Docks, drove up the north side of the Albert 
Duck. Though there is no proper thoroughfare, the 
cabman found little difficulty in making his way, guided 
as he was by the stacks of sawn wood piled up on either 
side. At the east corner of the Albert Dock he turned 
to the right, and by a devious path reached the paling 
surrounding the cattle sheds, where Professor Dewar and 
his companions left the vehicle. The inspection of the 
sheep over, the three gentlemen re-entered the cab, 
which moved away. This was shortly after six o’clock. 
As rain was falling, the occupants closed the cab windows. 
On reaching the northern corner of the Albert Dock, the 
cabman, in the gathering darkness made the mistake 
which cost him his life. Instead of taking the road 
through the timber to the left—the road by which he 
had come—he committed the fatal error of holding 
slightly to the right and driving on to the slip which 
declines into the dock. That he was unaware of his 
terrible blunder until it. was impossible 10 rectify it is 
gathered from the fact that no movement, suggestive of 
an effort to draw up the horse, was noticed by the 
occupants of the cab, to whom, doubtless, it would have 
been something of a warning of the impending accident. 
Over the edge of the slip the animal dashed, dragging 
the cab after it. For a moment those inside merely 
surmised that the horse had fallen on the roadway, and 
that the splash of water was occasioned by its havi.y 
gone into a big pool. They were not long in doubt as to 
their dreadful situation. The cab rapidly sank, and 
Professor Dewar and his fellow-occupants, realising that 
they were becoming submerged, lost no time in making 
a desperate effort to free themselves from the vehicle. 
Fortunately, it had gone down without overturning — 
a circumstance which favoured their chance of escape. 
With his hand Professor Dewar smashed the window on 
one side, and Mr. Keys similarly destroyed the other 
window, and despite the strong inrush of water all three 
got through the windows to the surface of the water. 
The noise occasioned by the fall into the dock attracted 
the attention of Sapper Boland, who was on the quarter- 
deck of H.M.S. Dido, an old warship permanently 
stationed in the Albert Dock for the use of the Forth 
Volunteer Subuwarine Miners. Boland raised the alarm 
on the Dido, and was joined on deck by Sapper Barry 
and Corporal Barker. Lifebuoys were thrown over- 
board to the struggling figures in the water. Professor 
Dewar seized one, and Mr. Keys another. While Barry 
held on to the rupes attached to the buoys, Boland 
sprang into a punt to render further assistance. Before 
he reached the immersed gentlemen, a boat from the 
foreign barque Nidaros appeared on the scene, and the 
crew soon had the Professor and Mr. Keys safely on 
board. When iu the water Professor Dewar had made 
strenuous efforts to get hold of his son, whose cries he 
heard, \,ut whose form he could not see anywhere around. 
It was, therefore, with great anriety that, when rescued, 
he leaned over the boat’s side and felt about the surface 
of the water for his boy. While thus engaged his hands 
came in contact with a body, which, on being lifted out 
of the water, proved to be that of the cabman, who was 
at once taken ashore. Though still alive Drysdale was 
in an unconscious condition, and before medical aid, 
hastily summoned, arrived he died. A vigorous search 
for Professor Dewar’s son was continued, but as the 
minutes sped on all hope of his being rescued alive had 


police had it raised out of the dock, and also the body of 
the horse. The cab was empty. Dragging operations 
were maintained by the police all night, and of these 
Professor Dewar, after a hurried change of clothing, was 
a sad spectator for many hours. Though the police and 
dockmen continued the search throughout Sunday 
with grappling-irons, the body was not recovered, nor 
was a diver any more successful. It was recovered 
on Monday afternoon, having sunk beside the keel of an 
adjoining vessel. 

The cabman, Drysdale, was fifty-five years of age, and 
resided at Elliot Street, Edinburgh. He leaves a widow 
and grown-up family. Doubtless his iguorance of the 
docks partially accounts for the mistake he made, but, in 
view of the nature of the ground where he took the 
wrong turn, it seems evident that the proper course for 
him was to drive at a walking pace, instead of having had 
his horse at the trot. When questioned yesterday, Prof. 
Dewar stated that his physical injuries were simply a 
few cuts on his hands. These he had received in break- 
ing the cab window. He was the object of much sym- 
pathy by the crowds that visited the scene of the accident 
on Sunday, as well as by a large circle of friends.—The 
Scotsman. 

Mr. RH. Dyer, a well-known south of Ireland veter- 
inary surgeon, was the victim of a murderous attack late on 
Thursday nignt, 11th inst. Mr. Dyer was visiting a 
Mrs. Whiteside when her son-in-law, Perceval Atkins, 
fractured his skull in two places and inflicted other 
serious injuries. There is little hope of Mr. Dyer’s 
recovery, and his depositions have been taken by Mr. 
Irwin, R.M. Atkins has been arrested and remanded.— 
Dublin Evening Telegraph 


OBITUARY. 


James Dickiz, M.R.C.V.S., Ayr. 
Graduated at New V. Coll. Edin., July, 1887. 


It will be remembered that Mr. Dickie was kicked in 
the face whilst examining a horse on Tuesday Sept. 11th. 
Professor MacEwan, of Glasgow, removed one eye com- 
letely, but meningitis being induced by an accompanying 
racture of the frontal bone, Mr. Dickie succumbed to 
his injuries on the following Sunday. Mr. Dickie was 
only 30 years of age. 


UORRESPONDENCE 


PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING. 

Sir, 

Regarding correspoudence which appeared in your 
issue of last week’s Kecord with reference to professional 
advertising, if your correspondent has the manliness to 
disclose his name or that of his so-called “ prominent 
member of the medical profession ’ I shall be only too 
glad to cross swords with him, but I positively decline to 
reply to any anonymous communications such as he has 
instituted. 

The editorial supposition regarding the two last lines 
of advertisement belonging to another advertisement, 
was quite correct, as it had nothivg to do with my 
advertisement as any member of the medical profession 
might have seen, or layman, without claiming in any 
sense the right of prominence. I shall consider the term 
misapplied until the veil is drawn.-—-Thanking you in 
anticipation, yours faithfully, 


reluctantly to be abandoned, Though it was beyond 


J. Murray Srewarr. 
Swansea. 
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COMBINED CALLINGS. 


Dear Sir, 


After the correspondence concerning veterinary horse- 
breaking I am pleased to say we have such men in the 
profession. I have had several students with me nearly 
qualified who could not harness a horse—they had seen 
nothing but town practice, where the groom is expected 
todo everything. It is simply impossible for us all to 
stick only to medicine and surgery. When we consider 
the bad conditions and prospects in farming, not many 
men can afford to pay doctoring bills and moderate 
charges. In addition to this our colleges are turning 
out about 200 qualitied men every year! What becomes 
‘ofthem? If they did not combine some other profitable 
calling they could not live. There are very few public 
or Government appointments, and what might be are 
filled up with soldiers and sailors. Many of the young 
men qualified at the present have not a deal of money to 

buy practices, so they have to pitch their tents and start 
in opposition to others, and live as carefully as possible. 
Their expenses for tuition and examination coming 
almost to £500 raises the question whether the result is 
worth the cost, but having embarked they must go on 
aud exist, if not by pure practice by some combination. 
Mr. Sowerby, of Hull, has only recently sold his horse 
“Gentleman John,” bred by himself, for 4000 guineas. 
This is certainly creditable. Others carry on the business 
of shoeing smith, livery, repository, or posting establish - 
ments, chemists, insurance agents, dairying and cattle 
breeding, horse breaking, poultry farming, etc. Thete 
are other combinations which [ could mention. We 
cannot all have large practices. Avy lover of animals 
will do his best for them and for himself in any shape or 
form he can. It is not fair to attack one man, attack 
the lut who deviate from pure professionalism.—Yours 


truly, 
J. E. 


THE ACTION OF THE BOARD OF 
AGRICULTURE. 


Sir, 

Tread in your recent issue under the above heading 
your correspondent’s letter signed “ Verus.” I can en- 
dorse the tenor of his statements, but can offer him no 
consolation, further than that there may yet bea pro- 
bability that the veterinary profession before the 
millennium may awake from its slumbers, clear the 
dust from its eyes, buckle on its armour and exclaim 
“So far shalt thou go but no farther. We are the 
veterinary a and thou art the Board of Agricul- 
ture, aud if thou art determined to persist in setting us 
at naught in the manver in which thou hast hitherto 
shown a disposition to do, we shall certainly be obliged 
to resort to that detestible operation known as boycot- 
ting, which would remove all veterinary assistance from 
thee, and then thou wouldst find how feevle and helpless 
thou art in stamping out contagious disease in cattle 
without our assistance.” For it is impossible for an 
sane person to believe that the Board of Agriculture oon 
carry out its duties so effectually as it might if it acknow- ' 
ledged the rights and claims of the veterinary profession 
more than it hitherto has done. It is quite possible 
that it might make itself very much more effectual in 
stamping out the contagious diseases which animals are 
liable to, at c.nsiderable less cost, if it only courted the 
assistance and co-operation of the veterinary profession 
more than it has done, and if perchance there should be 
c lucrative position vacant, who is more entitled to it 
ee ° veterinary surgeon who has spent his time and 
. ney to make himself thoroughly acquainted with 

C) diseases by which the animal creation are liable 


to be attacked? Nay, it looks more like a farce than 
reality to ignore the claims of such men for those of 
some Lord Tom Noddy’s son, whose only claim to the 
position is that he has seen considerable service in either 
the army or navy, and retired on a small pension, totally 
inadequate to keep up his appearance in Society ; there- 
fore he must have a position created for him, and be 
appointed, more from favouritism than qualification, a 
Travelling Inspector under the Board of Agriculture to 
go from place to place to iuspect animals suffering from 
diseases of the nature and symptoms of which he does 
not possess the slightest knowledge. That such could 
be enacted in these the enlightened days at the latter 
end of the 19th century it is hardly possible to conceive, 
more especially in the advanced stages of veterinary 
medical science. 

I will just refer to onecase in support of the absurdity 
of sending incompetent men as inspectors. A few weeks 
ago I received information respecting a supposed case of 
swine fever. I drove tu the place and found that it was 
near a quarter of a mile out of my district, but I found 
on the premises six pigs, a sow in one stye and five 
yvung ones about eight weeks old in another. I was 
informed by the owner that he had found a young one 
dead a day or two before, and that he had given notice 
to the police, and that a veterinary surgeon had been 
and taken it away. I made an examination of them but 
detected no symptoms of swine fever; I informed the 
owner that he must not be at all surprised if he-had 
more deaths amongst the young ones if he persisted ip 
feeding them on such rich food as was then in the 
trough. I gave him instructions how and what to feed 
them on. I then drove to the police station and saw the 
Superintendent of Police and asked him if he had seen 
the pigs, and if he had at any time seen pigs suffering 
from swine fever, and if he had what was his opinion 
respecting the pigs in question. In reply he stated that 
he had at various times seen many pigs with swine fever 
but he did not think that these pigs had got it. I told 
him that 1 quite agreed with his opinion. About three 
weeks afterwards 1 was driving past the place where the 
pigs were kept I called and saw the owner. “ Well” 
says I “ How are your pigs goingon!” “ Pigs”’ says he 
in astonishment “ Why they are all killed and buried. A 
gentleman came from somewhere, a travelling inspector 
I suppose, and ordered them all to be killed and buried, 
which wasdone”” “And how were they” I enquired.” 
“ Oh,” says he “they were quite as well as they were 
when you saw them last.” I did not think proper to 
make any remarks but I thought then,.as now, aud the 
_ time I saw them, that there was no swine fever about 
them. 

I do not wish any one to suppose that I am condem2- 
ing the travelling inspector system, not at all, 1 quite 
approve of it, but they should be men who have 
attained some knowledge, and can go and consult with 
the inspector of the immediate neighbourhood they 8° 
to, and devise the best system to stamp out the disease, 


whatever it may be.-—Yours, 
ALUMNI. 


Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Messré. 
E. T. Edwards, E. Ware, L. C. Welfare, H. M. Singleton. 
J. Clark, R. Rutherford, H. Beattie Elliott, J. M. Stewart 
W. Shipley, H. Leeney. 

Jrnl. Comp. Med. and Vety. Arch. (New York) Sept- The 
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We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all _matiet 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, 
thankful to any a, who barn send us cuttings from 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 
Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulha 
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